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WELCOME TO THE TWENTY-FOURTH EDITION 

Welcome to the 24th edition and the completion of two years as an 

independent community magazine. We started it to give Furneux and 

Stocking Pelham a clearer identity, following the decision of Braughing 

to walk away from the existing parish magazine arrangement. The 

journey’s not over yet but we hope to have made some progress. 

At the time of writing, it appears that new guidance to wear a facemask 

in crowded locations is to be introduced, owing to an increased COVID 

threat. Local levels of infection have already curtailed meetings of both 

Parish Councils and have caused the cancellation of the School’s 

Christmas Fair, which is an important fundraiser for the School 

Association. One thing you can still do to support them, however, is to 

buy a raffle ticket for their Christmas Draw. Details are inside.  

Similarly, you can support Riding for the Disabled by enjoying yourself 

at Brook House Farm’s Annual Panto at the stables. Details for this are 

on the back cover. But if you’re thinking of some cosy nights in front of 

the fire, you might want to curl up with a good book. As well as the 

phonebox library in Stocking Pelham and the bookbox library on the 

Whitebarns honesty stall, there’s now a growing selection in the bus 

shelter near the Brewery Tap. 

 

Contributions to: pelhamscommag@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Cover story 

This month’s cover shows St Mary’s Church, Stocking Pelham, 
photographed by the late Eric Ward. According to the latest edition of 
Pevsner’s ‘Buildings of England’, the church dates from the mid – 14th 
century, a date deduced from the style of some of its windows. Inside 
however the building is more of an enigma, as it appears to incorporate 
part of a wall from an earlier building. Its parish registers start in 1695, 
more than a hundred years later than both Brent and Furneux Pelham: 
presumably the earliest volume has been lost. 

 

  

mailto:pelhamscommag@gmail.com
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Royal British Legion 2021 Poppy Appeal 

Thank you to everyone who was generous enough to donate to this years' 

appeal. I am pleased to say a total of £138.00 has been raised through 

the sale of my knitted poppies and also wooden crosses and paper poppies 

on sale at Whitebarns stall. This has now been given to the Royal British 

Legion to go towards their grand total. 

Thank you once again to everyone who contributed to such an important 

charity. 

Tracey Bayford 

 

Furneux Pelham School Christmas Market -  

POSTPONED 

Very sadly we are having to postpone our Christmas Market at Furneux 
Pelham School on Friday 3rd December, due to the rise in Covid cases 
within the school.  

We can’t and wouldn’t risk safety.  

We are very sorry. I will be contacting all the lovely stall holders to 
inform them, hopefully we will be able to hold an event in the Spring 
instead. 

We will still be selling raffle tickets for our lovely hampers, so if anyone 
does wish to purchase any, please do let me know or contact the 
school directly. £1.00 a ticket there are 5 in a strip.  

Thank you and best wishes, stay safe! 

Anna Shaw 

School: 01279 777344 or admin@furneuxp.herts.sch.uk  

Anna Shaw: 01279 777817 or anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Forthcoming events – dates for your diary 
Saturday 4th June 2022: 

St Mary’s Church Furneux Pelham will be hosting a family bring and share 
community lunch for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebration. Further 
details will follow nearer the time. 

  

mailto:admin@furneuxp.herts.sch.uk
mailto:anna.shaw@hotmail.co.uk
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Christmas drawing competition 
After such an amazing response to last year’s Christmas drawing competition 
it is time to put your pens to paper again for the 2021 competition.  

Santa and Reverend Julie thought a good idea for this year would be a picture 
of a Christmas tree. Lots of baubles and tinsel would be great and at the top of 
the tree your best Star or Angel.  

Prizes for everyone who enters and the best pictures will be published in 
January’s magazine. Please put your pictures in the box on the Whitebarns 
Honesty Stall as usual or give to Reverend Julie and they will be passed to 
Santa for judging.  

The latest date for entries is December 15th. Good luck to everyone!!!!!  

Love Rudolph and Santa 

 

5th of November 
Remember Remember the 5th of November, 
well not me I'd rather forget,!!! 
it’s cold and its foggy, the gardens are soggy, 
and most times it’s also quite wet. 

The fireworks so high they light up the sky 
then explode in the air its insane, 
we cover dogs’ ears to soften their fears, 
but they panic with fright just the same. 

It isn't all bad I can’t be that sad, 
I do like a lovely warm fire,  
our feet will get toastie, 
and potatoes get roastie, 
when the flames go higher and higher. 

There's toasted marshmallows 
and chocolate dips, roasted chestnuts, 
and bangers on sticks. 

So it’s not all bad, I think with a sigh, 
I hope you had fun, 
and kept warm and dry. 

Margaret Palmer 
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Remember…..new on-demand bus service 

launched last month to serve villages in North 

and East Herts. 

Use it or lose it! Now goes to Much Hadham 

too! 

From 19th November, fares have increased by £1 per distance category as 

promotional offer ended.  

For more information, visit https://www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx. 

Note: fare information shown on page 28  

https://www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx
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Stocking Pelham Parish Council 
The November meeting of SPPC was held on Thursday 4th at the village hall 

with 4 Councillors and the Clerk in attendance as well as village resident Tony 

Southam, with apologies from Colin Berthoud who had a previous 

engagement. 

There were a number of topics discussed all of which can be seen in the 

minutes, once approved, on the Parish Council website. 

It was proposed that Tony Southam be a co-opted councillor following the 

resignation of Andy Brown due to relocating to Norfolk seconded by  

Cllr Louise Balaam he was unanimously voted in and will take over planning 

from Paul Lucas in December. 

The £8,000 grant towards the playground equipment pledged from East Herts 

Council has been paid into the Parish Council’s bank account. This was a very 

generous donation and went towards approximately half of the cost. The 

village hall committee also donated along with SPPC. 

Please note: Councillors and the Clerk are always available if you have a local 

issue or concern, please don’t hesitate to contact any of us by e mail or 

phone. 

Mike Hutchins - Chairman, SPPC  

www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk  

 

St Mary’s Furneux Pelham - Church Roof Update 
Hopefully when you read this the work on the church roof will have been 

finished and the building will be water and weatherproof for the winter. This 

could not have been achieved without the support of the village community.  

Apart from generous grants totalling £23000, the roof replacement cost of 

around £90,000 has been met by the village.  A tremendous achievement. 

Our next challenge is to generate funds to renovate parts of the interior of 

the church that have suffered over the past two years because of only having 

a temporary roof covering. We are waiting for an assessment of the work 

required to enable us to establish costs, we will keep you updated on this. 

Again thank you all for your support 

Chris Stead St Marys PCC. 

http://www.stockingpelhampc.org.uk/
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Calendar of Services for St Mary’s Furneux Pelham and 

St Mary’s Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 5th December  Advent 2 

9.30 am BCP Holy Communion    Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Toy Service All Age Holy Communion Braughing 

Thursday 9th December 

2:15 pm School’s Christingle Service    Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 12th December Advent 3 

10.00 am All Age Morning Worship   Braughing 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Furneux Pelham 

Sunday 19th December Advent 4 

9.30 am Café Church Christingle   Furneux Pelham 

11.15 am Holy Communion     Braughing 

4:00 pm Carol Service     Stocking Pelham 

6:00 pm Carol Service     Braughing 

Tuesday 21st December 

9:15 am School’s Carol Service    Furneux Pelham 

Friday 24th December Christmas Eve 

3:00 pm Nativity Service    Braughing 

6:00 pm Carol Service     Furneux Pelham 

11:30 pm Midnight Communion   Braughing 

Saturday 25th December Christmas Day 

10:00 am Christmas Day Celebration   Stocking Pelham 

Sunday 26th December Boxing Day   NO SERVICES 

Additionally, every Wednesday morning at 9.30 am at St Mary’s, Braughing 
there is a quiet Holy Communion service (none on 29th December).  

For enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals, please contact the 

Rector.  

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham and St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham are part of a 

Benefice of three churches which also include St Mary’s, Braughing. 
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St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham Churchwarden: Mrs J Bailey (01279) 777454 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham Churchwardens – in the absence of  

Churchwardens, please contact either Chris Stead (01279) 778001 or  

Mark Haverson (01279) 777789 

For latest information about the churches please go to our websites - A 

Church Near You: 

St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/ 

St Mary’s, Stocking Pelham: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/  

Rev’d Julie Gawthrope, Rector   vicar@braughing.org.uk   (01920) 823531 

 

Café Church @ St Mary’s, Furneux Pelham 
St Mary’s Church lies in the heart of 

Furneux Pelham and on the third 

Sunday of each month the church 

holds a café style service. The service is 

short, informal and enjoyable for 

children with singing, a children’s 

activity and a story from the bible. The 

children enjoy the interaction and 

participation of this service which 

makes it very different to a standard 

Sunday worship.  It’s an opportunity 

for the community, old or young, to 

come together, pray and appreciate 

the beautiful church that lies within 

the village.     

There is also a children’s corner at the 

church which is full of toys and books for little ones to enjoy. 

After the service there is an opportunity to stay, chat and drink coffee with 

fellow villagers.  It is a great way to start your Sunday morning. 

Please join us once a month, on the third Sunday at 9.30 am.  It would be 

lovely to welcome some new faces. 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7817/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7826/
mailto:vicar@braughing.org.uk
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November Furneux Pelham History Group meeting 
“Shake it and take it” – a history of healthcare in Furneux Pelham  

This was the no-nonsense advice of Dr Samuel Campbell, last resident doctor 

in Furneux Pelham in the 1950s, when prescribing medicines to his patients. 

Linda Bratt chose it as the title for her history of medical provision in the 

village.   

Local parish registers show how greatly life expectancy has changed. 

Nowadays people can expect, on average, to live well into their eighties, but 

200 years ago it was less than half that and over a third of burials in the early 

1800s were children under the age of ten.  

The earliest professional healthcare system was introduced through the 

Workhouse system in the 1830s. The Bishop’s Stortford Union Workhouse 

provided basic healthcare and support for twenty parishes straddling the 

Herts/Essex border, including the Pelhams. The Board of Guardians, who 

managed the Workhouse, also hired a local surgeon, John Packman of 

Puckeridge, to provide care within the villages: he was paid a basic fee of  

£4 15s a quarter to look after Furneux Pelham residents, with additional 

payments if people required midwifery, a fracture to be set, or a truss 

provided. 

The first doctor to live in the village was William Henry Moor, who lived in 

Tinkers Hall Farm in the mid-1850s. He was a relative of the Rayment brewery 

family and possibly came to attend to them. William 

Rayment, founder of the brewery, suffered with 

tuberculosis and the only treatment at the time was 

to ensure that the patient got plenty of fresh air. This 

had little success and William died aged 47 in 1861, 

the year after his brewery opened. The disease then 

passed through the family – William’s five sons all 

died in their late twenties or early thirties.   

Moor was succeeded by a line of resident doctors in 

the village. By 1870, these had settled at ‘Bonhams’, 

by the East End crossroads, which was both the 

doctor’s home and a surgery.  

Picture: - Dr Frank Edwards, who lived at Bonhams between 1876 and 1890 
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In 1911 an Act of Parliament provided insurance for basic healthcare for a 

premium of 7d per week, the cost being shared by the State, the employer 

and the worker. In Furneux Pelham, workers paid in their contributions, and 

claimed benefits, in the ‘club room’ in the Brewery Tap. This was to the left as 

you entered the front door. In 1948, this system was superseded by the NHS 

Linda then showed how the practice of midwifery had developed from the 

earliest times, using a treatise of 1724 that described the essential qualities of 

a midwife. These were trained through an apprenticeship system and it was 

not until 1902 that professional qualifications were introduced. The first 

qualified midwife in the village was Ellen Sutton, a long-term resident who 

first lived in Hall Cottage and later in White Rose Cottage. 

In 1907 an Education Act introduced medical examinations of school children 

in elementary schools, a practice that continued into the early 1970s. This 

was a reminder to some of those in the audience who remembered, in 

particular, the visit of the ‘nit nurse’ who inspected children for headlice.    

After the First War, district nurses were employed to support doctors 

providing healthcare to local communities and schools. Locally, these were 

accommodated in Nurses Cottage at Brent Pelham.  

Since the conversion of ‘Bonhams’ to a private residence in 1953, the village 

surgery has moved round the village, first in Cranston Cottage, then in the Old 

School House, and temporarily in a caravan, before settling in the extension 

built on the village hall in about 1983. 

The next History Group meeting is on Wednesday 19th January 2022 when 

Stephen Ruff (Buntingford Railway and History Society) will present on the 

stations at Braughing, Westmill and Buntingford on the long-closed 

Buntingford branch line. 

A120 Bypass and Flood Alleviation Scheme  
At last! It’s ready! 

A unique celebration event is being held on Saturday 11th December, 11 am 

to 2 pm, to provide the local community with an opportunity to walk, jog or 

cycle along the bypass before it becomes a public highway!  

You can register for this event on 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=652297& and further 

information on the scheme can be found on Herts County Council’s website.  

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=652297&
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Furneux Pelham School News 
The Autumn Term is a long one – the nights are drawing in, 

playtimes are chillier and Christmas is on the horizon.  The school has 

continued to be filled with the buzz of learning and we can’t wait to 

see what the next six weeks of term has in store for us! 

Tuesday… 

As a school, we have a lot of enthusiastic 

writers.  It is rare for our pupils to be reluctant 

to write.  This is because we encourage that 

passion for writing through a range of exciting 

and engaging texts and books.  We started this 

half term with a whole-school book – Tuesday 

by David Wiesner.  The week began with some 

strange discoveries: wet lily pads all over Kingfisher classroom and even more 

found in the hall.  This certainly was bizarre and we set about trying to find 

the answers to the questions on everyone’s lips: what on earth were they and 

where had they come from?  Together we read Tuesday and found out about 

the incredible case of the frogs that took flight across the rooftops of a town 

one Tuesday at 7:58pm.  Or was it the lily pads that took flight rather than the 

frogs?  Skylark Class debated this very question!  
Bikeability Training 

In Year 5, our pupils are offered the 

opportunity to complete Bikeability 

training.  The training lasts for a week 

and begins with training on the 

playground, which allows the trainers 

to assess 

basic skills 

and to ensure that all cyclists have reached a high 

enough level of attainment to be able to ride safely 

on the roads around the school.  Once pupils have 

passed level 1 on the playground, their training 

progresses to the roads.  They practise various 

skills including negotiating some of the tricky 
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junctions in the village.  The week is always very enjoyable for pupils and 

offers a really important learning opportunity.   

Tri-Golf Competition – Third Place! 

A group of our Year 3 and 4 pupils attended a tri-golf competition at 

Birchwood School in Bishop’s Stortford.  We were incredibly proud of their 

performance at the event – 

they were competing against 

nine other (bigger!) schools and 

came an impressive third!  Not 

only did they perform brilliantly 

in the competition, but also 

they were spotted showing 

great teamwork and were 

awarded special certificates for 

this.  Mrs. Hagger and Mrs. Mitcham commented on how polite and well 

behaved the children all were and were so proud to take them to the event.  

They also looked fantastic in their smart, new sports kit! 

Marking Remembrance Day 

On 11th November, Year 6 visited the war 

memorial at the church and held a short 

service which included a two-minute 

silence and the placing of a wreath.  Whilst 

we were there, the rest of the school 

marked a period of silence on the school 

playground. 

In the afternoon, the Year 6 members of the 

Pelham Praise pupil worship group led their 

first assembly of the year.  The Pelham Praise 

members did a fantastic job of teaching the 

rest of the school all about the ways in which 

people around the world mark Remembrance 

Day.  It was very interesting to see the 

differences and similarities and they 

concluded that although we may have different ways of marking this 

significant event, the underlying reason remains the same for all.   
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Table Tennis update  
Since the lockdowns, we have not been able to play in the table tennis league 

until this season. We started last month and so far, have played four matches. 

The first was lost 2 - 7 playing away at Watton at Stone and a defeat at 

Kidston in Potters Bar.  The next two were home games won 5 - 4, close 

games all round. 

It is good to meet other players again from different clubs and  everyone is 

very friendly. Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions we are not allowed 

refreshment, the tea and biscuits were sorely missed. 

Table tennis takes place regularly in our village hall, Tuesday 7.30 pm to 9.30 

pm and Fridays 11.30 am to 1.30 pm. Come along, you don’t have to be a 

good player, and you don’t have to be in the team, join us, it’s fun! 

Village Defibrillator - do you know where it is? 
Recently playing table tennis in the village hall and following a lot of publicity 

about defibrillators, I said “why don’t we have one in the village? I was told 

“we do, on the village hall wall outside by the Dr surgery entrance”. So I just 

wondered how many other people in the village, besides me, did not know 

where one was located. I will now endeavour to find out how to use one, I am 

sure it will be on YouTube! (I believe it does come with detail instructions on 

use) 

Annette McAllister 
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Stocking Pelham Nature Trail 
Thanks to all those who helped spread the woodchips onto the various paths 

on the nature trail behind the play equipment it was hard going but well 

worthwhile. Please feel free to explore the wooded 

area which is pretty much untouched apart from the 

paths. 

There is also a picnic bench towards the centre a 

great base to explore from or simply enjoy some 

treats with the kids. 

Mike Hutchins 

 

Furneux Pelham Parish Council  
The planned Parish Council meeting on the 4th November was cancelled due 

to illness and the subsequent rescheduled meeting planned for the  

18th November was cancelled due to a surge in COVID cases locally. Providing 

the COVID risk reduces, the Parish Council meeting will be rescheduled for 

the 9th December in the Village Hall at 7 pm. Attendees will be expected to 

wear masks. 

Ideas from residents are still welcomed on how the gifted land should be 

used and these can be emailed to the Clerk: info@furneuxpelham.org.uk  

Remember - meetings are open to all village residents.  

Further information is available on the Parish Council website: 

www.furneuxpelham.org.uk  

mailto:info@furneuxpelham.org.uk
http://www.furneuxpelham.org.uk/
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PROTECT THE PELHAMS 
 

For Protect the Pelhams, (PtP) October felt like March - "in like a lion 

and out like a lamb".  

The Greens Farm Planning Application Update 

The start of October saw the volunteers of PtP busy commissioning 

and submitting comprehensive reports on Lithium-Ion Batteries, Traffic 

and Landscape and Ecology before the deadline.  Since then, it has 

been quiet on the solar front.  We await confirmation from East Herts 

Council (EHC) on the timescale for application determination.  

EHC Environmental Health have commented on this portal.  They state 

that the noise impact assessment is fundamentally flawed and should 

be rejected.  Should the application be approved, they request 

submission and approval of various conditions for noise, hours of work, 

dust, waste management/lights, and a construction Management Plan. 

Survey Results 

Our survey achieved a response rate of 60% of households in Stocking 

Pelham and Furneux Pelham. Only one respondent did not object, 

showing an overwhelming majority are against this development. When 

combined with the objections lodged on the County planning portal, 

those households objecting to the plans rises to 64%. 

Automatic Traffic Counters (ATCs) 

One ATC has been installed by the entrance to the Greens Farm site 

and one on Ginns Road just north of the Wash.  We have asked 

Hertfordshire Highways if they are connected to solar developments.  

Their locations do not give a true reflection of the local traffic movement 

relative to the solar developments, and local road closures mean that 

current traffic volume is well below average.  

EHC Planning Department 

The Greens Farm Case Officer - Ashley Ransome - has been replaced 

by Jill Shingler.  She is described as an "Experienced Chartered Town 

Planner with a demonstrated history of working in Development 

Management, both as a Team Leader and Case Officer."  We hope this 
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is good news, as the Greens Farm project is undeniably complex and 

controversial. 

Other Planning Applications (for PtP) 

Renewable Connections have stated their intention to commence 

community consultations for ‘Violets Lane Solar Farm’ in early 2022. 

Further Local Planning Applications (not PtP) 

Low Carbon have submitted a planning application to Uttlesford District 

Council for a 196 acre solar farm near Berden and Manuden, and to 

EHC for a cable linkage to Pelham Substation.  The “Stop Battles 

Farm” campaign group website gives more information on the 

proposals and how to object. 

Chelmsford City Council have just granted consent for an 93 acre solar 

development near Danbury, one of 5 applications for that area. 

Hertsmere Council have recently rejected a proposal for a solar farm on 

210 acres countryside between Radlett and Elstree. This refusal was in 

response to overwhelming public opposition to the scheme and shows 

that every voice counts. 

The Environment Act 2021 

This became law during the COP26 summit in Glasgow.  We will be 

studying it carefully to see if it influences current Governmental Policy 

on renewable energy generally and on Solar Developments in rural 

locations in particular. 

Website 

Our website (www.ProtectthePelhams.org.uk) is almost live. It will 

provide resources, information and news on renewable energy sources, 

research and local planning developments.  Our Facebook page will 

supplement this and be more topical, with updates on local solar 

developments. 

If you need further information in the meantime, please: 

• email us on protectthepelhams@outlook.com 

• or visit ‘Protect the Pelhams’ Facebook page 

 

http://www.protectthepelhams.org.uk/
mailto:protectthepelhams@outlook.com
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To: Editor 

From: Pelhams’ Potting Shed correspondent 
I have to confess to you, dear Reader, that your PSC is not really a trend 

setter, or even a social media influencer, but rather someone who likes to 

observe from the sidelines, occasionally sniping, and then carry on exactly 

as before. 

Very occasionally, however, a new bandwagon has appeared and proved 

to be irresistible, with varying degrees of success.   I do not remember 

fondly the gadget which was meant to mass produce newspaper plant 

pots, and in reality produced heaps of mangled, damp shreds of mess.     

Or the bulb planter which buckled when any pressure was applied, and 

failed to make any holes in anything other than the palms of my hands. 

However, I think I’m on to a winner here – rewilding.   It appears we 

should all be doing this, and according to Wikipedia is an ecologically 

preferable way of managing our gardens.  There are several easy steps 

involved, most of which I think I do already…..so potentially an easy win. 

1. Let the weeds grow.    I think I can manage that one. 

2. Allow the grass to grow long.    Yep. 

3. Plant a mini meadow…..do daisies and dandelions count? 

4. Don’t dig, mulch! 

5. Leave a few undisturbed corners……have done for years. 

6. Make space for a wildlife highway.     Do the paths through the 

borders that have been trodden down by muntjac, pheasant and 

the unruly hairy hound count? 

Because apparently one of the main aims of rewilding is to rebalance the 

ecosystem and reintroduce apex predators which have disappeared 

because of hostile environments.   This has meant that rather annoying 

herbivores have now developed, quite frankly, a rather entitled attitude, 

and believe they can roam where they please without consequences. 

Now, I would very much like to make my own particular environment 

hostile to muntjac, pheasants, squirrels, and the jackdaws that mob the 

bird feeder, scare off all the songbirds and eat all the bird food in less than 

5 minutes.   
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But really?   Lynx and/or wolves roaming round the vegetable patch?  PSC, 

Husband and unruly hairy hound unable to go outside for fear of being on 

the menu ourselves? 

I think I have a better solution.   How about an illuminated, flashing 

reindeer that plays Last Christmas I Gave You My Heart plugged in by the 

potting shed?     That should confuse them all, apex or otherwise, at least 

until January. 

Happy Christmas everyone! 

Your Potting Shed Correspondent 

 

 

WEATHER REPORT FOR OCTOBER 2021 

October was quite a wet month with a total rainfall of 73.9mm. Rain fell 

on about half of the days in the month with 15mm on the 2nd and17mm 

on the 20th. 

It was generally quite a mild month with 20c on the 19th.  Looking back in 

my records, October is a very varied month and in 2017 one day reached 

23c and the following year 27c on the 13th. 

Janet Birch  
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THE HUNDRED PARISHES SOCIETY  
As 2021 enters its final month, we anticipate seasonal 

celebrations to brighten the shortest days of the year. The 

ancient tradition of decking our houses with garlands of fresh green holly 

branches reminds us of the continuity of life, bringing us cheer when the 

days are short. 

On reaching the age of 20, female holly trees bear red berries on branches 

covered with prickly shiny green leaves which can be cut to make 

decorative wreaths.  Such wreaths featured in midwinter Celtic and 

Roman celebrations as symbols of good fortune, a tradition that continues 

thanks to the intervention of a local man, William Winstanley (1628 – 

1698).  

During the Commonwealth which lasted from 1649 to1660, the Puritans 

under Oliver Cromwell proclaimed that it was illegal to celebrate 

Christmas, banning frivolities and feasting on mince pies.  Winstanley, 

who lived in Queendom, believed in celebrating Christmas as a time for 

sharing joy, fun and good fortune with others. After restoration of the 

monarchy in 1660, using his influence as a writer, he encouraged a return 

to the seasonal merrymaking which we still enjoy today. 

Holly trees were frequently planted near houses to ward off a lightning 

strike; interestingly scientific research has revealed its spiky leaves can act 

as miniature lightning conductors!  Holly also grows in hedges or as a 

shrub in woods where its berries provide nourishment for blackbirds, 

thrushes and wood mice.  Its dense branches provide secure nesting sites. 

Deer and rabbits will eat its nutritious leaves. 

Today, many homeowners plant variegated forms of holly to provide 

interest in their gardens and they can select a mixture of foliage to make 

seasonal decorations. 

Yew is another evergreen with red coloured fruits (loved by birds and 

squirrels), but as its leaves are poisonous it is less suitable for indoor 

decorations. 

Tricia Moxey, Trustee    www.hundredparishes.org.uk 

 

 

http://www.hundredparishes.org.uk/
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PUZZLE BREAK……. 

 

Sudoku 

Complete the grid so that 

every row, column and every 

three-by-three box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. Solve the 

puzzle by logic and reasoning 

alone – no maths involved!  

 

 

 

 

November 2021 puzzle answers 

 
 

 

 

 

The remaining word was 

TROUT 
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Word search 

Find all 25 words hidden in our festive wordsearch. They can be across, 

left to right, diagonal, top to bottom. 
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Pelhams Pre-School 
 

Another month passes, just where do the 

weeks go! The Children have been busy at 

Preschool, we have covered many topics such 

as, beautiful firework pictures, colourful Diwali and Remembrance day poppies, 

where the children made beautiful poppies for our topic board.  

Our home play corner this month has been a fruit and vegetable stall, where we 

have focused on the importance of healthy eating and how we must also look after 

our teeth. The children have enjoyed this topic and pretending the be shop keepers 

and discussing the types of healthy foods on offer.  

Now, we focus on Christmas, we will be starting to learn all our songs, and the 

children will be learning their lines ready for the Christmas Nativity play, this is 

always such a magical time of year at Preschool. 

 

 

 

www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk  
 

Pelhams Pre-school, Stocking Pelham Village Hall, Stocking Pelham, 

Nr. Buntingford, Herts. SG9 0HZ 

Registered Charity No: 1072299  

http://www.pelhamspreschool.co.uk/
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Winter 

artwork from 

Furneux 

Pelham School 
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Fifty Years On and more 

Kathy Isard kindly shared this picture at a recent Community Morning. It was 

the start of her late husband Mick’s involvement with the Pelham Rovers 

Football Club, which was formed in February 1969, and in its first season 

secured both the League and League Cup Championships in Division 2 of the 

Hertford & District League and winning promotion to Division 1. Mick 

(pictured in the back row) played, managed and was involved with the club 

for over fifty years; truly a lifelong commitment. 

Back in 1969, their manager at the time, R C Godfrey of 2 Lake Villas, wrote: 

“We are glad of this opportunity of making known our activities, not only to 

our many friends who are already well acquainted with Furneux Pelham’s 

own football team but also to newcomers to the area, to whom we extend a 

warm welcome. As well as a talented team of players we have extremely 

keen supporters who are the pride of all concerned with the Club and the 

envy of many of our competitors. Their support is doubly appreciated by us 

not only for its obvious virtue of giving us encouragement to our team but 

also for the great impetus it gives us in maintaining the Club as a successful 

and popular amenity, which first and foremost is our objective. To anyone not 

having spent a pleasant and we hope, exciting afternoon in this way, we can 

thoroughly recommend any match, home or away and we defy the 
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atmosphere not to grip you. Whether or not until now you have been a great 

soccer follower, we sincerely recommend these Saturday afternoon 

gatherings as highly enjoyable. And as a great and informal way of meeting 

other villagers and of making friends. This applies very much to the ladies as 

we have a strong contingent of lady supporters”. 

Mick was so respected by the team that they named the ground in his 

memory. Do drop by – they play on Sunday mornings now – and admire the 

plaque they erected at the entrance to the field. 

Herts County Council have delivered a “Winter Health Guide” to all 

households and the key COVID-19 advice is: 
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HertsLynx fates from 19th November are shown in the 

table below. 
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